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Aim: To gain a snapshot of compliance by schools across England with the duty to support pupils with a medical condition.
Background
The Health Conditions in School Alliance (the Alliance) is made up of 30 organisations, including charities, healthcare professionals and trade unions who work collaboratively to make sure children with health conditions get the care they need in school. 
In 2014, the Alliance supported by many parents, successfully campaigned the Government to amend section 100 of the Children and Families Act 2014 to introduce a duty on schools in England to support children with health conditions. The duty is accompanied by statutory guidance from the Department of Education which schools in England must now follow. 

Despite the duty, Alliance member charities have continued to hear from concerned parents that their children’s lives are being put at risk due to poor implementation of the duty in schools.  This prompted the Alliance to test these concerns by investigating a small sample of schools from across representative authorities in England. The aim being to understand whether the incidents raised by parents are isolated or indicative of a more widespread poor implementation of the duty. 
methodology 
200 schools were randomly selected for investigation from 89 different local authorities in England. The selection included schools classified as state and secondary maintained, Academy trusts, Free schools and 6th form colleges. Independent schools were not included in the selection as the statutory duty does not apply to them.
What we looked for
The Department for Education Statutory guidance states: “Governing bodies should ensure that all schools develop a policy for supporting pupils with medical conditions that is reviewed regularly and is readily accessible to parents and school staff.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Department for Education’s statutory guidance ‘Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions’, reviewed September 2015] 


Therefore schools must have a medical conditions policy in place in order to comply with the duty. To assess whether the sample schools have implemented the duty, we sought to collect and assess medical conditions policies for all 200 randomly selected schools.

How we collected the Medical Conditions Policies (MCPs)
We began the investigation by searching the websites of all 200 sample schools for medical conditions policies. We found medical conditions policies on 49 (24.5%) of the sample schools’ websites. All 49 medical conditions policies were downloaded for assessment against the statutory guidance. 
The 151 schools (75.5%) that did not have a medical conditions policy available on their websites were sent a Freedom of Information Act (FOI) request asking:
1. Do you have a medical conditions policy?
1. If you have a sample medical conditions policy, please include a copy of this template in your response or a link to where it can be found online.
Of the 151 schools (75.5%) sent a FOI request, 68 (45% of schools sent a FOI request) schools responded. 
22 (11%) of the schools that responded to the FOI request stated that the school did not have a medical conditions policy. The remaining 46 (23%) schools, which responded to the FOI request, provided a policy document as requested.
Therefore, we collected a total of 95 (47.5%) school policies, 49 (24.5%) of which we downloaded from school websites and 46 (23%) of which we received from schools that responded to the FOI request. 
How we assessed the Medical Conditions Policies
The 95 policies collected were analysed against the statutory requirements. These requirements define the arrangements schools must make in order to properly support pupils with medical conditions at their school. The nine key indicators included within the statutory guidance were searched for in every policy. These were:
1. Provision for training, including a plan for staff absences (53% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Measures for inclusion in all schools’ activities, without requiring a parent to attend (64.7% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Mention to the statutory duty (66% of the evaluation sample include it);
1. Procedures for emergency, including a plan to make all staff aware about which children have medical conditions (73.5% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Procedures for communicating with parents and guardians (79.4% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Roles and responsibilities (82.3% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Revision within the last two years (88.2% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Procedures for management and storage of medication (89.7% of the evaluation sample included it);
1. Mention Individual Healthcare Plans (94% of the evaluation sample included it).
All of these indicators are drawn from the Department for Education’s statutory guidance ‘Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions’. 



How we rated the medical conditions policies
A rating of adequate was given where the medical conditions policies covered all of these indicators. A rating of inadequate was given where one or more of these indicators was missing from the medical conditions policy


MCP Assessment Findings 
From the 95 policies assessed, 27 (28.5%) were deemed not to be medical conditions policies but rather documents that served a different purpose such as a “first aid policy”. 
All remaining 68 (71.5%) policies were assessed against the nine indicators listed above for adequacy. Of these, 45 schools (47.5%) missed one or more of the nine indicators in their medical conditions policies. Their medical conditions policies were thus assessed as inadequate.
The remaining 23 (24%) medical conditions policies were accessed as adequate as they covered all of the nine indicators.



	Summary of findings
	No.
	% of 200

	Number of Schools randomly selected from 89 England Local Authorities
	200
	100%

	Number of medical conditions policies found on school websites
	49
	24.5%

	Number of schools sent a Freedom of Information (FOI) Request
	151
	75.5%





	FOI Findings
	Total
	% FOI 
	% 200

	Number of schools sent a Freedom of Information (FOI) Request
	151
	100%
	75.5%

	Number of schools that did not respond to the FOI request
	83
	55%
	41.5%

	Number of schools that responded to the FOI request
	68
	45%
	34%

	· Number of respondents to FOI that said they have no MCP
	22
	14.5%
	11%

	· Number of respondents to FOI that provided a MCP
	46
	30.5%
	23%



	MCP assessment findings
	Total
	% MCPs
	% 200

	MCPs collected from school websites and FOI responses
	95
	100%
	47.5%

	Number of policies deemed to not be a medical conditions policy (MCP)
	27
	28.5%
	13.5%

	· Policies obtained through FOI
	27
	28.5%
	13.5%

	Number of MCPs assessed as inadequate
	45
	47.5%
	22.5%

	· Policies obtained through FOI
	15
	16%
	7.5%

	· Policies obtained from school websites
	30
	31.5%
	15%

	Number of MCPs assessed as adequate
	23
	24%
	11.5%

	· Policies obtained through FOI
	4
	4%
	2%

	· Policies obtained from school websites
	19
	20%
	9.5%



	Breakdown of Schools by Classification
	No.
	% of 200

	Schools with MCPs assessed as Adequate
	23
	11.5%

	Schools with MCPs assessed as Inadequate
	45
	22.5%

	Schools that did not demonstrate having a MCP
	132
	66%

	· Schools confirmed through FOI not to have a MCP
	22
	11%

	· Schools provided a policy but deemed not to be MCP 
	27
	13.5%

	· Schools did not respond to FOI
	83
	41.5%


[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
Of 200 schools investigated, 23 schools (11.5%) demonstrated that they have an adequate medical conditions policy that follows statutory guidelines.
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